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Uncharted Territory: 
American Hardwoods in a Chaotic World

























Percent Changes in Growth, 
Removals, and Mortality

Hardwood Sawtimber
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Source: US Forest Service, 2020 RPA Source: US Forest Service, FIA, latest inventory, 2020-23 depending on state 







Credit: Hardwood Market 
Report /Fastmarkets 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data, 2026 Annualized from Jan-June Data
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Chinese Imports of Hardwood Lumber 
(Including Tropical)

2018 Total Chinese Imports  Jan-Oct: $4.39 Billion 2025 Total Chinese Imports  Jan-Oct: $2.79 Billion
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JAN TO JUN 2026 U.S. HARDWOOD LUMBER EXPORTS TO INDIA (m3)

Source: USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

m3

• Total shipments of U.S. hardwood 
lumber to India reached 10,362 
cubic metres and USD 6.43 during 
the first six months of 2026, rising 
year-on-year by 13% and 9% 
respectively.

• The oaks continued to dominate 
exported, with white oak 
accounting for 36% of the total 
volume shipped and red oak 
accounting for 25%.
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JANUARY TO JUNE 2026 U.S. HARDWOOD LUMBER EXPORTS (m3) – MENA & PAKISTAN
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• Total shipments of U.S. hardwood lumber 
to the MENA region reached 35,693 cubic 
metres and USD 29.29 during the first six 
months of 2026, falling year-on-year by 
21% and 23% respectively.

• Unsurprisingly due to the war, the biggest 
drop was seen in shipments to the UAE.

• Exports to Turkey grew during the period, 
rising by 23% y-o-y in volume to 8,414 
cubic metres.

• Shipments to Pakistan during the period 
also fell by 34% y-o-y in volume to 5,486 
cubic metres.



A Word About Log Exports
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Top 10 Markets  for Hardwood Logs and Lumber
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data
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China  Lumber Imports  from USA and Vie tnam 
Since 2025
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Source: Trade Data Monitor, China imports of all hardwood lumber by value
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Plans to evolve AHA in 2027: Blockchain proof of provenance

The “genesis block” within a private blockchain

End consumer

AHA user #1
AHA user #n

AHA 
surveillance

Random inspections integrated with the 
latest plant chemistry-based provenance 
technologies to ensure the accuracy of 
county origin claims

• US Forest Service WISC

• Using plant chemistry to identify provenance
• LIBS Handheld technology
• Stable Isotope Ratio Analysis
• Trace Element Analysis

• Resolution up to within 40 miles or origin



Thank You
msnow@ahec.org
www.hardwood.us

Sign up for more info on
American Hardwood Assured

http://www.hardwood.us/
http://www.hardwood.us/
http://www.hardwood.us/
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